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WHY
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Purposes of the curriculum 



Learn from limitations of past reform. 

 

 

Mobilise around clear and compelling overall 
vision –be clear about what matters –structures 
should follow not lead. 

  

 

Professor Graham Donaldson CB 

 



BREADTH DEPTH

KNOWLEDGE

WHY

WHAT

HOW



Curriculum structure  
 

Six Areas of Learning and 

Experience: - 

 Expressive Arts 

 Health and well-being 

 Humanities 

 Languages, literacy and 

communication 

 Mathematics and numeracy 

 Science and technology 
 

Three cross-curriculum 

responsibilities: -  

 Digital competence 

 Literacy  

 Numeracy  

 



Creativity and 

Innovation 

Planning and 

Organising 

Personal 

Effectiveness 

Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 

Able to generate original ideas 

Develop curiosity and inquisitiveness  

Demonstrate courage to explore and develop 

their ideas 

Ability to turn ideas into action 

Plan and manage projects 

Identify opportunities 

Acting upon opportunities and ideas and 

transform them into value for others. The created 

value can be financial, cultural or social.  

 

Self- aware 

Confidence and self esteem 

Emotional intelligence 

Evaluating own learning / strengths 

and areas for development  

Independence  

Leadership 

Social and cultural awareness, 

ethics 
 

 

How the ideas are 

implemented  

Setting goals 

Decision making 

Time management  

Choosing strategies – trial 

and evaluate  

Monitoring and reflecting on 

results  

Adapting 

Check for accuracy 

Responsibility and reliability  

Manage resources 

Analyse and understand  

Asking questions 

Evaluating information and 

situations 

Being objective looking at 

opposing views (strengths and 

weaknesses)  

Blooms Taxonomy questioning  

Challenging perceptions  

Identify potential solutions 

Justify decisions 

Identify and develop arguments 

Take risks 

Express 

their 

opinions 

Work 

collaborative

ly 

Adaptability  

Persistence 

Resilience  

Learn from 

mistakes 

Grit 

Characters, 

attributes 

and values  

of  wider 

skills 

Mindfulness 
Growth 

Mindset 

Metacognition 



12 Pedagogical Principles 
Good teaching and learning; 
• Maintains a consistent focus 
• challenges all learners  
• Employs a blend of approaches 
• Employs a blend of approaches including those that 

promote problem solving, creative and critical 
thinking 

• sets tasks and selects resources that build on 
previous knowledge and experience and engage  
interest 

• creates authentic contexts for learning 
• employs assessment for learning principles 
• ranges within and across Areas  of Learning and 

Experience 
• regularly reinforces Cross-curriculum Responsibilities, 

and provides opportunities to practise them 
• encourages pupils to increasingly take responsibility 

for their own learning 
• supports social and emotional development and 

positive relationships 
• encourages collaboration 

 

HOW
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    The Leonardo 
Effect Curriculum 

The 
curriculum  

Authentic 
first hand 

experiences 

Flexibility in 
presentation 
of knowledge 

and 
understanding 

Fusion of Art 
and Science 

Pupil voice 

Pupil driven, 
multi 

disciplinary 
curriculum 

Enquiry 
approach  

Pupils 
learn 

through … 

Problem 
solving 

Critical 
thinking 

Collaboration  







How do waves come? 



A working wall  



Making a wave  - Reception … 

  







The pupils 
lead the 
learning 

First hand 

experiences 

War and 

Peace 

In the 

trenches 

in 

Belgium 



Our involvement with Pioneer 
schools 

Strand 1 – Wider 
skills WD & IP 

Strand 2 – creation 
of AOLE for 
Expressive Arts 

Strand 3 – 
Population of AOLEs 

 
 

OECD – schools as a 
learning organisation 

 

Pilot school – new 
teacher standards 

 

Arts Champion (The Arts 
Education Network for 
North Wales) 

 









March 17th 2017 aged 77 
















































